Stocking rate and supplementation for steers grazing intensively on early-stocked bluestem pasture by Held, R. et al.
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports 
Volume 0 
Issue 1 Cattleman's Day (1993-2014) Article 1149 
1982 
Stocking rate and supplementation for steers grazing intensively 
on early-stocked bluestem pasture 
R. Held 
E.F. Smith 
Jack G. Riley 
See next page for additional authors 
This report is brought to you for free and open access by New 
Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports by an 
authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. Copyright 1982 
Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension Service. Contents of this publication 
may be freely reproduced for educational purposes. All other 
rights reserved. Brand names appearing in this publication are 
for product identification purposes only. No endorsement is 
intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products not 
mentioned. K-State Research and Extension is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr 
 Part of the Other Animal Sciences Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Held, R.; Smith, E.F.; Riley, Jack G.; and Owensby, Clenton E. (1982) "Stocking rate and supplementation for 
steers grazing intensively on early-stocked bluestem pasture," Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station 
Research Reports: Vol. 0: Iss. 1. https://doi.org/10.4148/2378-5977.2552 
Stocking rate and supplementation for steers grazing intensively on early-stocked 
bluestem pasture 
Abstract 
Native bluestem pastures were grazed by 520-lb steers from April 30 to July 14 at stocking rates of 1.7, 
1.3 and 1.1 acres per steer. Daily gain of the steers was about the same for the two heavier stocking 
rates, but was slightly lower for the lightest rate (1.7 acres/steer). The gain per acre increased with each 
increase in stocking rate. Half of the steers were self-fed a salt-limited sorghum grain-rumensin mixture. 
Each steer consuming approximately 1.5 pounds per day of this mixture gained about a half a pound 
more per day (P<.05) than did each steer not fed the supplement (1.77 vs 1.27 lbs.). Gain per acre was 
increased by 33 lbs. with the supplementation. 
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